
 

Page 1 of 1 

Arbor Day 
2005 

 
The last Friday in April 2005 marks the 133rd anniversary of the Tree-Planting Holiday! 
Founded by J. Sterling Morton in Nebraska in 1872, National Arbor Day is celebrated each year on 
the last Friday in April. 
 
 

Websites You May Want to Visit 
National Arbor Day Foundation 
http://www.arborday.org/index.cfm 
 
Wikipedia - Trees 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree 
 
The University of Tennessee Department of Plant Sciences 
http://utgardens.tennessee.edu/ohld220/index.html 
 
Books You May Want to Read  
Go to the TEL Database, What Do I Read Next and choose to do a Custom Search.  Under 
Subject, choose trees, unclick Adult and Fiction at the top of the screen and then hit Search 
 
To Find More Information about Arbor Day and Trees 
In TEL, go to Student Edition or Junior Edition - K12 and use the following search strategies: 
Trees Tree planting Forestry Tree ecology 
 
Activity - How to Plant a Tree 

1. Dig the hole as deep as the rootball and twice as wide.  
2. Check to see if the soil around the hole is too hard - if it is, loosen it up a bit with the shovel.  
3. Remove the container from the rootball. (The roots are like the tree's blood vessels and they 

work best if they are not all twisted and knotted up, so you might need to straighten them out if 
they are circling around after having grown in the container.)  

4. Place the tree in the hole, making sure the soil is at the same level on the tree as when the 
tree grew in the garden center. If your tree has burlap around the rootball, place the tree in the 
hole and then carefully untie the burlap. Leave the burlap lying in the bottom of the hole (this is 
Okay - the burlap will simply turn into organic matter over a period of time).  

5. Fill in around the rootball with soil and pack the soil to make sure that there are no air pockets.  
6. Make a little dam around the base of the tree as wide as the hole with left over soil or grass 

clumps to hold in the water.  
7. Give your new tree a good soaking of water to help settle it into its new home.  


